
  
KETTERING CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
    January 28, 2014  

 
The Council of the City of Kettering, Ohio, met in regular session on Tuesday, January 28, 2014, 
at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Kettering Government Center South Building, 3600 
Shroyer Road.  Mayor Donald E. Patterson presided and the Clerk of Council, Connie S. Gaw, 
recorded.  This meeting was telecast live on the cable access channel. 
 
Council Members Present: Patterson, Duke, Klepacz, Schrimpf, Scott, and 

Wanamaker  
 
Council Members Absent: Lautar (excused) 
 
Total Members Present:  Six (6) 
 
Mayor Patterson led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then gave the invocation.  
He introduced the cable TV operators, Liberty Lord and Earl Jones and thanked them for their 
assistance.   
 
Mayor Patterson announced tonight’s agenda would be amended by removing the Ordinance 
in second reading; To rezone the land located at 1701-1801 East Stroop Road from 
Economic Development Overlay District #7 to O-Office District (Zoning Case 907-13). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
January 14, 2014 – Council Meeting & Council Workshop Minutes 
 
Mrs. Schrimpf reported that he reviewed the above minutes and moved the minutes be 
approved.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion and there being five (5) yea votes, (1) abstain 
votes (Mr. Duke); and no (0) nay votes for the January 14, 2014 Council Meeting and Council 
Workshop minutes, the motion was declared carried by roll call vote. 
 
MAYORS STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS 
Mayor Patterson gave the 2013 State of the City Address.  (See pages 5-11 of these minutes 
for text) 
 
PROCLAMATIONS, SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, SPECIAL  
RESOLUTIONS, APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
ORDINANCES IN SECOND READING 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
A RESOLUTION 

NO: 9418-14 
BY: MR. DUKE AND MR. KLEPACZ 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PURCHASE PRINT ADVERTISING AND DIRECT 
MAIL PROMOTION FOR 2014 PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURAL ARTS DEPARTMENT 
PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. 

 
Mr. Duke read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Klepacz seconded the 
motion.  
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mr. Scott, Yea; Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; Mr. 
Klepacz, Yea; Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea.  There being six (6) Yea votes, and 
no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 

 
A RESOLUTION 

NO: 9419-14 
BY: MR. KLEPACZ AND MRS. SCHRIMPF 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO USE COMPETITIVE BARGAINING AND 
NEGOTIATED QUOTES TO CONTRACT FOR PRINTING OF THE PARKS, RECREATION 
AND CULTURAL ARTS (PRCA) ACTIVITIES GUIDE 
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Mr. Klepacz read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mrs. Schrimpf seconded the 
motion. 
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mr. Klepacz, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; 
Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Scott; Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea. There being six (6) Yea votes, 
and no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 

A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9420-14 

BY: MRS. SCHRIMPF AND MR. SCOTT 
 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PURCHASE TELEVISION, RADIO, NEWSPAPER, 
BILLBOARD AND INTERNET ADVERTISING FOR THE 2014 FRAZE PAVILION 
PERFORMANCE SEASON FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. 

 
Mrs. Schrimpf read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Scott seconded the 
motion. 
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mr. Scott, Yea; Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; Mr. 
Klepacz, Yea; Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea.  There being six (6) Yea votes, and 
no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 

A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9421-14 

BY: MR. SCOTT AND MR. WANAMAKER 
 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE FRAZE PAVILION 2014 PERFORMANCE SEASON. 

 
Mr. Scott read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Wanamaker seconded the 
motion. 
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mr. Klepacz, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; 
Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Scott; Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea. There being six (6) Yea votes, 
and no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 

A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9422-14 

BY: MR. WANAMAKER AND MR. SCOTT 
 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR DISCOUNTS, 
COMPLEMENTARY TICKETS AND COMPLEMENTARY PROGRAM PARTICIPATION TO 
BENEFIT THE ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION OF CALENDAR YEAR 2014 PARKS, 
RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAMS AND THE 2014 FRAZE PAVILION 
PERFORMANCE SEASON. 

 
Mr. Wanamaker read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Scott seconded the 
motion.  
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mr. Scott, Yea; Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; Mr. 
Klepacz, Yea; Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea.  There being six (6) Yea votes, and 
no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 

A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9423-14 

BY: MR. DUKE AND MR. KLEPACZ 
 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
EXISTING GRANT AGREEMENT FOR DEMOLITION OF ALL STRUCTURES ON THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3108 WILMINGTON PIKE. 

 
Mr. Duke read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Klepacz seconded the 
motion.  
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mr. Klepacz, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; 
Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Scott; Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea. There being six (6) Yea votes, 
and no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
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A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9424-14 

BY: MR. KLEPACZ AND MRS. SCHRIMPF 
 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE CITY OF KETTERING 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
TO MIAMI VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION. 
 

Mr. Klepacz read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mrs. Schrimpf seconded the 
motion.  
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mr. Scott, Yea; Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; Mr. 
Klepacz, Yea; Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea.  There being six (6) Yea votes, and 
no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 

 
A RESOLUTION 

NO: 9425-14 
BY: MRS. SCHRIMPF AND MR. SCOTT 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE SERVICES 
OF THE MIAMI VALLEY REGIONAL CRIME LABORATORY FOR 2014. 

 
Mrs. Schrimpf read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Scott seconded the 
motion.  
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mr. Klepacz, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; 
Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Scott; Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea. There being six (6) Yea votes, 
and no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 

A RESOLUTION 
NO: 9426-14 

BY: MR. SCOTT AND MR. WANAMAKER 
 
TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 
EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF KETTERING, SATE OF OHIO, DURING THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014. 

 
Mr. Scott read the above resolution and moved for approval.  Mr. Wanamaker seconded the 
motion.  
 
Mr. Schwieterman explained this appropriation is for a contract related to the Wilmington Pike 
Study. 
 
The following votes were recorded:  Mr. Scott, Yea; Mr. Wanamaker, Yea; Mr. Duke, Yea; Mr. 
Klepacz, Yea; Mrs. Schrimpf, Yea; Mayor Patterson, Yea.  There being six (6) Yea votes, and 
no (0) Nay votes, the motion was declared carried and the resolution duly adopted 
 
ORDINANCES IN FIRST READING 

 
CERTIFICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Schwieterman, City Manager updated Council on upcoming and community events. 

• Christmas Tree Disposal Update 
• Citizen Police Academy – Begins February 19, 2014 / 10-Week Course. 
• Dog Licenses On Sale – Deadline January 31, 2014. 
• Officer of the Year Award – Kettering Police Officer John Jung received the 

Montgomery Co. Chief’s Association Award.  The recognition is due to his involvement 
in the fatal fire on Craig in December. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS NOT ON WRITTEN AGENDA 
Communications and Reports  
Audience Participation (5 Minute Limit per Speaker) 
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Mayor Patterson welcomed Boy Scout Troop 236 from Christ United Methodist Church. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mr. Duke reported: 

• Homer Hacker recently passed away at the age of 96.  He was a big influence for the 
arts in this community and he will be greatly missed. 

• Rev. Bill Youngkin, former pastor of David’s Church recently passed away.  
Condolences to his family, he will be missed.  

• On January 24, 2014 he presented certificates of congratulations to the FHS Athletic 
Hall of Fame award winners.  

 
Mr. Klepacz reported: 

• Congratulations to Mayor Patterson on a job well done on the State of the City 
Address. 

• Attended the Flyin’ Through the Hoops event at Trent Arena on January 20, 2014. 
• Attended his first Sister City Committee Meeting on January 27, 2014.  He is the new 

Council Liaison for this committee. 
• Remember to support your local businesses. 

 
Mrs. Schrimpf reported: 

• Attended the MLK Luncheon at National Composite Center on January 20, 2014. 
• Attended the MLK Celebration Dinner at the Dayton Convention Center on January 20, 

2014. 
• On January 22, 2014 attend the Kettering Rotary Meeting and toured and heard a 

presentation by the STEM School. 
• This week is Catholic Schools Week.  She congratulated Kettering’s four area Catholic 

schools. 
 
Mr. Scott reported: 

• He also attended and enjoyed both MLK events on January 20, 2014. 
• Congratulations to Mayor Patterson on his State of the City Address. 

 
Mr. Wanamaker reported: 

• He enjoyed the guest speaker at the MLK Luncheon on January 20, 2014. 
• Congratulated Mayor Patterson on his State of the City Address. 

 
Mayor Patterson reported: 

• Recognized the MVMAA Annual Dinner at WPAFB. 
• On January 17, 2014 he spoke to the Dayton Junior Leadership Class. 
• On January 20, 2014 he attended the MLK luncheon at National Composite Center. 

The guest speaker was outstanding. 
• On January 22, 2014 he attended the Dayton Development Coalition meeting. 
• January 22 – 24, 2014 he attended the US Conference of Mayors Annual Business 

Meeting in Washington D.C. 
 
They’re being no further business to come before this meeting of the Kettering City Council; 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the City Council Meeting at 8:40. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
      ______________________________ 
      DONALD E. PATTERSON, MAYOR 
Connie S. Gaw 
Clerk of Council 
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Mayor’s 2014 State of the City Address 
 
Welcome to the 2014 State of the City address. Join me in looking back at the highlights of 
2013, a year in which we met with and overcame challenges; embraced opportunities for the 
community; collaborated with other communities for the strength of the region, and 
confronted obstacles that arise for an inner ring suburb dealing with financial issues.  And yet, 
in 2013, our residents and businesses experienced a year of success and growth. 
 
I have always believed that Kettering offers the best quality of life to live, work and play and 
last year the nation took notice as well. Kettering was ranked number 24 on MOVOTO Real 
Estate’s list of top 50 small cities in the U.S.  The survey looked at factors such as cost of 
living, crime, homes for sale and unemployment rate. The City received high scores for its 
home prices, low crime and cost of living. It’s a recognition deserving of this great community.  
We gathered as a council in 2013, as we do every year, to discuss and prepare for the 
challenges ahead.  
 
The most critical challenge being that of the City’s budget. Fiscal responsibility is of the 
utmost importance to the 7 of us serving you. The budget is the implementation of our 
policies and procedures for calendar year 2014. We continue to provide a positive quality of 
life experience for our residents. We offer the very best in customer satisfaction standards. In 
truth, it’s difficult to find organizations in today’s culture with the customer service standards 
that we have here. If you contact the city with a question or concern, our staff will follow 
through completely until your issue is resolved. It’s more than a commitment to be good 
stewards of your tax dollars and to provide optimal customer service – it’s our culture. 
 
Good financial reporting is also part of our culture. In 2013 we received the distinguished 
budget presentation award from the government finance officers association for the 29th 
consecutive year and we received the certificate of achievement for excellence in financial 
reporting for the 31st consecutive year. 
 
Let’s take a look at some of the financial challenges that we faced in 2013 and what kinds of 
challenges we are anticipating in 2014. Actual and anticipated State budget cuts include 
$932,000 in 2013 as a result of a 50% reduction in the local government fund, and the 
accelerated elimination of the tangible personal property tax reimbursement. State legislators 
have also eliminated the Ohio Estate tax beginning in 2013.  In addition, Montgomery 
County’s revaluation of properties in 2012 equals almost $700,000 in revenue reduction in 
2013.  2013 values will remain flat and thus we will see no increase in property tax revenues 
for 2014. 
 
On a very bright note financially, the City received a $40 million distribution of Estate Tax in 
late 2013.  The distribution was related to a single estate that closed in 2011.  In December of 
last year City Council took action to place the funding and related future interest into our 
Capital Improvement Fund.  The funding will be utilized at the rate of $3m per year to fund 
capital improvement projects.  This plan is consistent with how we utilized estate tax revenue 
in the past.  With the elimination of the Estate Tax, we do not anticipate significant additional 
revenue from pending estates, so the utilization of this $40m distribution over the next two 
decades will certainly assist the City in the sustainability of our capital improvements 
program.   
 
Last year the administration implemented strategies and plans that are consistent with the 
new National Healthcare reform law.  This new Federal legislation has had dramatic impacts 
on our part-time as well as full-time workforce.  The City has implemented additional 
healthcare plans and restructured numerous positions to ensure compliance with the new 
regulations brought forward through the National Healthcare law.  City Council certainly 
values all of our employees and we appreciate their continued service to our residents and 
businesses through the restructuring of some of our staffing models.  
  
We also continued to monitor proposed House Bill 5, a local tax reform proposal. This is an 
issue that faces the City of Kettering and all municipalities in Ohio. The proposal at the State 
House is to make significant changes in the area of municipal income tax. While the 
proposed bill was promoted as a uniformity measure that would assist in improving the 
economic climate in Ohio, we believe that it will also have an immediate negative impact on 
our resources through the reduction in income tax revenues and increases in operating 
expenses.  House Bill 5 passed the House in late 2013 and is currently in committee review 
at the Senate.  
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We continue to be supportive of the uniformity issue and simplifying municipal income taxes - 
but we MUST ask that it not materially harm the City of Kettering's fiscal condition.   
We saw the completion of the new City website in 2013. The last time we updated our 
website was in 2005. With the availability of new technology and the popularity of social 
media our old website was a little behind the times. Our new site has made navigation easier; 
keeps you up-to-date with the City Events calendar; and gives you the opportunity to join our 
social media outlets. It’s just another way Kettering is helping you to stay connected. 
  
Kettering is a unique and successful mix of residential and business entities. Our residents 
are the heart and the soul of this community. Our businesses, and their commitment to the 
success of the community, make it possible for us to provide exemplary quality of life 
experiences. The income tax revenue that we receive is critical to our success. Our ability to 
provide extraordinary customer service, to provide outstanding parks, recreation and cultural 
arts opportunities and outstanding public safety, hinges on the success of our business 
environment. The gratitude that we have for the businesses who call Kettering home is truly 
immeasurable. That’s why we pay such close attention to the economic development climate.  
We work hard to recruit new businesses and we work hard to maintain open communication 
with current businesses. We truly recognize their contribution to the health and prosperity of 
this City.  
 
With this in mind I would like to showcase the growth some of our businesses had in the past 
year:  
 
The Mound Laser and Photonics Center had a ribbon cutting and grand opening on July 15, 
2013.  This $4 million project produced a 20,800 square foot facility and 36 full time jobs with 
future growth of another 50 employees in the next three years.  The facility is located in the 
Miami Valley Research Park. 
 
Kodak has finished its restructuring in 2013, and is now a commercial imaging company 
serving business markets such as packaging and graphics.  Kodak has staked its future on 
its commercial printing operations, which is headquartered in Kettering.  An estimated 450 
employees work at the Miami Valley Research Park location. 
 
In 2009, the Community Tissue Services purchased 15 acres on College Drive to construct 
their initial 90,000 square foot facility.  In 2013 CTS purchased an additional 22 acres of 
property for the purpose of creating a bioscience campus.  CTS continues to provide 
procurement, processing and distribution of quality tissue grafts serving donor families, 
physicians and hospitals. 
 
In educational growth, The Dayton Regional STEM School completed a 50,000 square foot 
expansion to accommodate increasing student enrollment. 
 
Booz/Allen/Hamilton, a defense contractor located in the 1900 Founders Building in the 
Miami Valley Research Park, completed construction of 5,000 square feet of SCIF area. 
Manufacturing is alive and well in Kettering.   
 
Millat Industries is in the process of investing 2 million dollars in machinery and equipment, 
as well as making building improvements to their facility on Croftshire Drive. 
Safe Sourcing expanded their location in the Executive Building located at 1250 West 
Dorothy Lane.  They are planning to hire up to 30 additional employees over the next three 
years. 
 
Aviation Ground Equipment – An aerospace equipment manufacturer,  purchased a building 
located at 2510 Lance Drive in 2012.  To date, they have invested in their facility and hired 20 
employees, and they continue to soar.  The aerospace equipment manufacturer purchased in 
Kettering - to relocate its assembly division closer to its supply chain.   
 
The former Kettering Sports Medicine facility, located at 3490 Far Hills Avenue, was 
completely renovated and is now the Carlyle House, an Assisted Living Community with 
Special Alzheimer’s Care.  
  
Two companies celebrated milestone anniversaries – Schneider Electric celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary of their specialized sensors production plant and Chally Group Worldwide 
celebrated their 40th year of business. 
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We are proud and honored to welcome new businesses to the City. Whether large or small, 
corporate owned or independently operated, we are grateful for each and every business that 
locates here. We have an eclectic and diverse business climate in Kettering and it’s always a 
privilege to meet the people who have chosen us as the community in which to work. 
 
In order to facilitate more commercial investment along our Wilmington Pike Corridor, in 
August of 2012, City Council appointed a Wilmington Pike Improvement Committee made up 
of business owners, an architect, city council members, a planning commission member and 
city staff.  The committee began a series of strategic planning sessions, with the primary 
purpose of finding ways to make significant changes to the Wilmington Pike corridor.  The 
mission of the committee was to turn around the current trend of disinvestment, to create 
value, reinvestment and economic development.  Background information was studied, 
including existing businesses, property conditions, vacancy rates, vacant property locations 
and tax delinquent properties.  The committee created goals and strategies to meet the 
mission based on background data and discussion.  Additionally, the Wilmington Pike 
corridor was divided into five separate areas, each having unique characteristics requiring 
individual plans.  City Council adopted the recommendations of the committee in December 
2013.  Two prominent examples of programs that came out of the committee are: the Façade 
and Site Improvement Program and the Demolition Grant Program.  These strategies and 
programs will be utilized over the next several years to encourage reinvestment and 
redevelopment along Wilmington Pike.   
 
Residential development also saw new growth last year with 15 new single-family homes built 
and the completion of the 4th Franklin Foundation building at Acorn Walk. 
  
In keeping with development, our Community Development Block Grant program 
experienced an eight percent cut in funding from 2012. This program is specifically geared 
toward helping people to obtain, maintain, and retain, homes in Kettering.  This vital 
programming makes a difference in the lives of our residents. Year after year, story after 
story, we are reminded of how much good can occur because of this funding.  
  
For example, Community Development helped 16 homeowners with substantial rehabilitation 
projects and there are more in the works right now. We’ve helped to make homes 
handicapped accessible for residents in need. We assisted four first time homebuyers with 
down payment assistance, and by partnering with the Homeownership Center we helped to 
provide foreclosure counseling to nearly 300 Kettering homeowners struggling to keep their 
homes. With neighborhood stabilization funding, we have completed construction on, and 
sold 2 new homes; have acquired and demolished 2 dilapidated, vacant and foreclosed 
properties, and prepared the sites for new construction.  
 
Community Development did receive a new funding source for demolitions last year - The 
Moving Ohio Forward Grant.  We had identified 22 nuisance properties, and the Moving Ohio 
Forward Grant has allowed 8 of those blighted structures to be demolished with 7 additional 
structures in process. 
 
And while these numbers are impressive, it’s the stories of homeowners that really make an 
impact. We’ve been told that Community Development programs has helped keep family 
homes in the family; we’ve been told that we’ve eased the financial burden for new 
homeowners and we’ve been thanked over and over again by homeowners who’ve been able 
to eliminate costly property maintenance concerns with this assistance. Home ownership is 
one of the greatest of American dreams. We will continue to utilize our resources to make 
homeownership dreams come true. 
 
In 2013 we also continued to make major improvements to our infrastructure.  The 
Engineering Department oversaw approximately 6.3 million dollars worth of construction 
projects on the City’s roadways as part of the Capital Improvement Program. Several projects 
were funded primarily from Federal grants from the Miami Valley Regional Planning 
Commission and State grants from the Ohio Public Works Commission.  In total, we received 
nearly 4 million dollars worth of grants for these projects. The City continues to be successful 
at leveraging our funds to obtain outside funding for our projects. 
 
We completed a complete reconstruction of Wilmington Pike from south of Ansel to the 
Smithville Road intersection. This was the final phase of roadway improvements to the 
Wilmington Pike corridor, a project that began in 2009. 10 million dollars was spent on these 
improvements, 95 percent of which was paid for with grant funding. This project is just one 
phase of a commitment to improve the Wilmington Pike Corridor. 
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Work was completed in 2013 on the East Stroop Road Transportation Enhancement Project 
from Far Hills to Shroyer. Street Scape improvements were made along both sides of Stroop 
in front of Town & Country Shopping Center. The improvements included sidewalks, 
decorative pavers, walls, curbs and bollards. Street and pedestrian-level lighting were also 
improved.  
 
In 2013 we were able to continue our focus on improving residential areas. We conducted a 
curb, sidewalk and drive approach repair program in the Rolling Fields neighborhood of 
Kettering. This was the 3rd year of a four-year program to update the roadway infrastructure 
of this neighborhood.  
 
We conducted residential resurfacing projects on Swigert Road and Patterson Boulevard and 
in the following neighborhoods:  Rolling Fields, Wiles Creek and Oak Park. We also were 
able to replace the bridge along Vale Drive near State Farm Park with the help of a $260,000 
Ohio Public Works grant. We will continue our commitment to residential roadway 
improvements in 2014.  
 
Kettering is an inner ring suburb, so when we have opportunities for residential expansion it’s 
always a positive development. Last year we introduced the exciting new development of 
Acorn Walk.  A new neighborhood park, named Gentile Park, is currently in the design stage 
that will serve this area of the community. 
 
Last year we partnered with the City of Dayton to provide the local community with a different 
option for transportation. The Dayton-Kettering Connector Bikeway was completed, creating 
a new regional bikeway route between central Kettering near the Meijer store at Stroop and 
Wilmington and the University of Dayton. The new route provides a safe, designated and 
marked route for bicyclists wishing to travel north and south through the central part of 
Kettering.  
 
Our Public Service department battled the weather again last year to keep our roads clear for 
safe travel. Our crews used almost 3,000 Tons of salt and nearly 7,000 gallons of calcium 
chloride were used to combat the snow and ice. Mother Nature didn’t make leaf pickup any 
easier either, dumping snow in the middle of our fall leaf pickup season, causing our crews to 
have to pause during pickup to plow and salt our streets. In total, 314 loads of leaves were 
picked up last fall.  
 
As we all know, Mother Nature follows no schedule, and whether its leaf pickup or my annual 
Mayor’s Tree Lighting, the weather does what it wants to. I was very disappointed to have to 
cancel the Tree Lighting event last year due to the early snowstorm. It was a tough decision, 
but I thought it best to keep everyone safe at home and off the icy streets.  
 
Working to improve and protect the community is another way we keep our City safe. There 
is no finer group of men and women serving in law enforcement than those of the Kettering 
Police Department. I commend our officers for serving with integrity and honor.  Now it is with 
great sadness, that I must tell you about one of our own young citizens who showed the true 
meaning of integrity and honor.  Fairmont High School student, Austin Rife, was tragically 
killed while saving a young boy from an oncoming car during a family trip in Pennsylvania. I 
would like to express my deepest sympathies to Austin’s family members and friends. His 
incredible act of heroism touched the hearts of the entire community. In honor of Austin’s 
bravery we presented his family with the Citizen’s Award of Valor at a fall City Council 
meeting. This award is one of the highest honors you can receive, and is rarely given out to 
anyone other than the law enforcement community.  
 
It is with regret that I have to report a loss in our police family last year. K-9 Bandit, who was 
donated to the Kettering Police Department in early 2007, lost her battle with a blood disease 
last fall.  Bandit became the first Kettering K-9 to be certified in Narcotics Detection. Bandit, 
and her handler Officer Price, created a legacy for those K-9 teams that followed. This legacy 
was built when Bandit was used in over 700 calls during her K-9 career, the most K-9 uses in 
Kettering canine history. These calls resulted in over 350 arrests.  Bandit will be greatly 
missed by Officer Price and her entire police family. 
 
In keeping our local police force strong we have added several new faces to our team last 
year to help keep our streets and neighborhoods safe. Last year, we hired two full time patrol 
officers, and are continuing the hiring process for additional officers.  
Along with the police department’s exemplary job in keeping our community safe, I’m also 
extremely proud of staff for their humanity. Our officers care about the people of this  
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community and they make themselves accessible with a variety of community oriented 
policing efforts. Cops and Kids camp is an annual four-day summer camp that gives young 
people an opportunity to interact with officers through various activities during the week. 
 
The Kettering Safe Seniors Program continues to be a great success in keeping our most 
vulnerable residents safe, and giving their families peace of mind. This program helps 
identify, locate and assist our seniors and residents living with Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Autism 
and Downs Syndrome in times of emergency. There are one hundred ten participants signed 
up for this valuable program. I can’t urge you enough, if you have a family member, relative, 
friend or neighbor who could benefit from this program, call the police department at 296-
2567 to get all the details. 
 
Public Safety is something we do very well here in Kettering. Not only do we have Ohio’s 
Finest Police Department, but we also have an incredibly dedicated and compassionate Fire 
Department. Our Fire Department responded to more than 7,500 emergency calls in 2013 
alone. Time after time, they provide outstanding fire suppression, emergency medical care, 
and customer service to the members of this community. To ensure they can continue to 
respond to emergency calls efficiently, a new Fire Engine and Aerial Ladder were ordered as 
part of the Kettering Fire Department’s Apparatus Replacement Plan. 
 
In 2013, we entered into the design and architectural phase of the Strategic Fire Station 
Planning Program, to provide industry compliant Fire Facilities. The City plans to break 
ground and begin construction during 2014 on two new stations to improve the operations of 
the fire department. This overall project will span the next several years, and will provide 
sustainable facilities to meet the needs of a modern day emergency services organization. 
Quick and efficient response time is imperative with our fire safety team, and the 
implementation of the new ALERT Public Safety System.  The new Computer Aided Dispatch 
and Comprehensive Records Management System will greatly enhance the efficiency of our 
emergency operations.  
 
Keeping our Fire Department up to date on the latest safety education courses is essential in 
keeping this community safe. Officers continued comprehensive, all hazards mitigation 
training to ensure personnel are well prepared for emergency response. This training 
included a variety of topics, ranging from technical vehicle rescue, and trapped firefighter 
drills, to traumatic patient care, and advanced life support. Our Fire Department continues to 
take progressive steps to enhance the knowledge, skills and abilities of our personnel to 
ensure the highest possible level of service.  
 
One of my favorite things each year is the annual gift-wrapping of Christmas gifts for 
Kettering families.  The generosity of our fire department staff, and the community who 
assists them, is inspiring.  
 
Let’s talk about our volunteers – the nearly 1,000 men and women who show up here on a 
daily, weekly, or monthly basis with the kind of work ethic an employer dreams about. Last 
year, I had the pleasure of attending a national award ceremony with our volunteer staff in 
Washington D.C. as we received an award for our volunteer efforts on Make a Difference 
Day, October 2012. USA Today Weekend Magazine & Newman’s Own presented us with a 
$10,000 check. Only three cities across the nation received this prestigious award. I am so 
proud of our volunteers and all the time they give so freely to make our community the best 
place to live, work and play!  
 
Last year , our volunteers logged more than 42,000 hours of service – that’s equivalent to 24 
full time positions, valued at over $926,000 dollars. Our top volunteer, Larry Schlay, has 
logged a total of 14,900 Hours of service to the community.  
 
Our volunteers perform a variety of tasks within all of our departments. From individuals who 
answer phones or deliver mail, to groups who participate in organized events, our volunteers 
are very much a part of the Kettering team. Over 60 volunteers acted as ushers throughout 
the Fraze season. Several volunteers man our mulch site to ensure that Kettering residents 
are benefiting from our free mulch program, which is no small feat considering more than 
3,000 cubic yards of compost and nearly 4,000 cubic yards of mulch were distributed in 2013.  
Fifty volunteers also facilitated our citywide neighborhood pride program. 
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Thanks to a very dedicated committee of volunteers, hundreds of people are able to attend 
the annual Christmas at Polen Farm event. And last year on Make a Difference Day, 137 
volunteers assembled trauma dolls, used to comfort children at area hospitals, and another 
118 helped with a neighborhood cleanup project. That’s double the amount of volunteers for 
the neighborhood cleanup as in 2012. The beauty of this particular day of giving, is that 
volunteers of all ages can participate, and it’s heartwarming to see so many families 
volunteering together. 
 
Many new volunteer positions have been created over the past year. With a watchful eye on 
the city’s budget, staff is creatively thinking about how volunteers can assist in their 
departments.  
 
The Kettering Mayor’s Ball for Charity is a volunteer driven annual black tie, fundraising event 
that benefits a Kettering non-profit. The event was created by the Kettering Rotary Club and 
has raised over $100,000 since its inception. In 2013 the Mayor’s Ball raised over $19,000 for 
We Care Arts, an organization that helps emotionally, mentally and physically disabled 
people achieve greater personal independence. Through a variety of art classes and 
experiences, they promote the artist’s individuality, self-esteem, community skills, life skills, 
job skills, and confidence. Reynolds and Reynolds provides an elegant backdrop for the Ball 
each year and a very dedicated group of community members orchestrates the evening. In 
2014 the Ball will benefit The Franklin Foundation. We hope you will join us on April 26th. 
 
The KetterGreen program continues to thrive with the help of many of our wonderful 
volunteers. Your determination to live green and leave a smaller carbon footprint is 
remarkable. So remarkable, that our household hazardous waste recycling event held at 
Montgomery County Solid Waste District, brought in more than 6 times their usual hazardous 
items. Hundreds of you also participated in our shredding and computer recycling events over 
the summer, and many of our KetterGreen totes can be seen on the arms of shoppers 
throughout the City. We look forward to offering more “Green” Shredding and recycling 
events this year. Thank you, Kettering for helping us to become a KetterGreen community. 
 
One of the exciting new attractions for Kettering residents last year is the Habitat 
Environmental Center, formerly the Southdale Nature Center. Since opening in April, the new 
Habitat has hosted a number of green events like composting classes,  seminars on water 
conservation, and our popular Fireside Chat series. The Habitat has joined Pondview 
Environmental Land Lab, as a location for our families to interact with nature and become 
better stewards of our planet. The Land Lab Program is in its 10th year, and the partnership 
with the schools continues to be successful. Currently, we are working to incorporate the 
middle and high schools into the program. We hope you will continue to join us for more 
earth-friendly events in 2014. 
 
2013 also saw the completion of renovations to Pondview Park, which enhanced the 
accessibility of nature to everyone. We have also heard from you, and taken notes on all of 
your thoughts and opinions, for the development of Gentile Park. We look forward to getting 
to work and completing this exciting new park for the community.  
We saw a boost in attendance and participation in our recreation programs. Total fitness 
attendance for both of our fitness facilities increased by 6% over 2012. There was a 5% 
increase in revenue at the Kettering Fitness & Wellness Center, and even our adult softball 
leagues, saw an increase in participation. You are getting healthy Kettering, and we are 
thrilled to be helping you do so. 
 
Adventure Reef Water Park also saw some renovations, with the Waterfall pool getting a 
ramp entrance feature, which allows for wheel chair accessibility. The Splash Pad was also 
made larger, and received a curb all the way around it, along with two benches for patrons to 
sit and relax.  Pass holders enjoyed a “pass holder only line” for the first time. And our 
Adventure Reef staff sent three teams to the American Red Cross Regional Lifeguard 
Competition and two teams to the State. 
 
2013 was a banner year for our Summer Camp programs. Participation increased by 53% 
over 2012, with many returning campers and counselors joining us for a summer of fun! For 
the second year, the Summer Food and Fun Camp Program, in partnership with the Kettering 
Police Department, and the support of Kettering Community Foundation, LaRosa’s and 
Wilmer Hale, provided free weeks of summer camp in two of the city’s most challenged 
neighborhoods. Campers enjoyed nutritious meals, field trips and positive adult role models.  
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Also having a banner year was our recreation staff. Kelsey Copper and Addie Weaver were 
recognized by the National Recreation and Park Association Revenue School for 2014.  
Stacy Schweikhart was elected President of the Board of Directors for the Ohio Parks and 
Recreation Association and was  recognized by the by the American Academy of Parks and 
Recreation Administration. 
 
Arts and culture in Kettering thrived in 2013, a very exciting development for our Rosewood 
Arts Centre, is the $100,000 Grant we received in partnership with the Dayton Metro Library 
system from the State of Ohio. The grant was used to study the feasibility of the possible 
merger of the Wilmington Stroop Library with Rosewood Art Center. The study conducted in 
the spring showed that you were very interested and supportive of the merger. A proposed 
program plan, and facility square footage allocation, focusing on shared space, has been 
completed. The facility will share approximately 13,000 sq. ft. The art center footprint would 
be 19,000 sq. ft. and the library is estimated to be 17,000 sq. ft.  The land study and 
management plan is currently under review. We will continue to keep you posted as new 
developments occur. 
 
Rosewood Arts Centre also saw many new programs last year, including the inaugural "Art 
on the Playground" interactive arts festival for kids, and several art-making open houses at 
Rosewood. Over 400 classes were offered for preschool, youth, teens, adults and seniors in 
a variety of fields.  Rosewood Gallery's professional exhibitions featured hundreds of local, 
state and national artists, and the annual fine arts festival, Art on the Commons, brought in 
over 7,000 visitors. 
 
The CitySites public art program commissioned work from three renowned local artists, 
including sculptor Hamilton Dixon, and painters Katherine Kadish and Jean Koeller. Inspired 
by the architecture of the City of Kettering Government Center, these artists referenced 
nature and even Kettering parks in their unique visions for the City's art legacy.  The work will 
be installed in early 2014. 
 
For the third straight year, the Fraze exceeded three million dollars in ticket sales. We had 
sold out performances by country newcomer Hunter Hayes, Josh Groban accompanied by 
the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra, country legends ALABAMA, and music and comedy from 
Steve Martin.  
 
The ability to provide quality of life opportunities like beautiful parks, public art and great 
outdoor music is such a big part of who we are as a community. People stay here, return 
here and locate here because we are different and unique. If street services, public safety, 
property maintenance and capital improvement are the heart of this City then senior services, 
volunteerism and parks recreation and cultural arts is the soul. It’s imperative that we guard 
all of these services and opportunities as we continue to plan for the future of Kettering.  
 
Housing opportunities are diverse, our economic development is strong and our opportunity 
to thrive and grow within a network of recreational offerings is sincerely unique. Add to that 
an outstanding public and private school system and you have the complete community to 
Live, Work and Play. 
 
Continuing this quality of life is our goal. Without a doubt we will experience challenges in the 
year ahead and without a doubt we will confront them and overcome them. And we will do 
that the way we always have – with the support and encouragement of the people of this 
great City. Thank you for your love and your pride for this City we call home.  
 
May your families be healthy and prosperous in the New Year and on behalf of my fellow city 
council members thank you for the opportunity to serve the community we love. God bless! 
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