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Applications Available for 4th Kettering Leadership Academy

High wire acts, experienced based learning and blindfolded excursions are just a few of the activities participants in the 2006-2007 Kettering Leadership Academy class can expect.  A two-day retreat in September helps classmates bond through exercises that teach them to rely upon one another.

“We were challenged on every level,” says Laura Arber, Marketing Coordinator for the Reynolds & Reynolds Company and 2005-2006 Academy participant.  “And in the long run we learned to trust one another and to utilize our environment and resources to the best possible capacity.”

Following the retreat, Academy participants undergo 8 months of leadership oriented training and instruction.

“We are preparing leaders for our community,” says Bonnie Pittl, program coordinator.  “We expect them to be the best and the brightest when they come in here and when they leave they are empowered to lead in a variety of areas in the community.

So far the Academy has produced results.  Many of the graduates are now serving on community boards and committees and volunteering in the community.

“We couldn’t be happier with the results so far,” says Pittl.  

And Academy participants have nothing but positive things to say about the experience.

“I think that the KLA provides an excellent opportunity for business leaders to learn more about the City of Kettering, meet and network with other business leaders and become more active in the Kettering community,” says Manuel Diggs, a manager from Victoria’s Secret Direct.
The Academy was the brainchild of Councilman Bruce Duke and the program recently won a national award at the Volunteer Association conference in November.  

Applications for the 2006-2007 Academy are currently available by calling 296-2433.
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